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It is in o rde r to preface the work of the Fibonacci Drawing Board 
with something of the s to ry of our emblem, The Fibonacci Star . 

This s t a r of 21 s t a r s is a ref inement of the beautiful, s t a r - p e n t a -
g ram commonly used to r e p r e s e n t the heavenly bodies . 

That s t a r formed by the five diagonals of the regu la r pentagon 
was the emblem of the Pythagorean school, of philosophy and ma the -
m a t i c s . It was d i scovered by that organizat ion somewhere around 
500 B. C. It was probably the f i r s t emblem of any ma themat i ca l 
organizat ion. 

In t ime the pen tagram or pentacie became credi ted with the magic 
power of warding off witches and demons and of insur ing good heal th 
and good fortune somewhat akin to the power of the hex m a r k s of the 
Pennsylvania Dutch. 

Here a r e some per t inent quotations: 

"They had the i r c r y s t a l s I do know and r ings and virgin p a r c h -
ment and the i r deadman ' s skul ls . Their r a v e n ' s wings, the i r 
lights and pentac les with c h a r a c t e r s , " 3 . Johnson, Devil is an 
A s s . 

"His shoes were marked with c r o s s and shel l . Upon his b r e a s t 
a pentacie , " Scott Marmion. 

"Sketching with s lender pointed foot some figure like a wizard 
pen tagram on garden gravel , " Tennyson, The Brook. 

The un ive r sa l appeal of the pentagram to the imaginat ion is 
demons t ra t ed by i ts use in the design of the flags of many nations and 
a l so in i ts wide use as a symbol for hope, excel lence , outstanding 
pe r fo rmance , rank and author i ty . 

My United Nations flag design enci rc led a red c r o s s with a wrea th 
of pen tag rams on a white fie Id to symbolize world hope united around 
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our wil l ingness to help each other . No comment on how things a r e 
going. 

The rank of our top m i l i t a r y commande r s has been designated 
by pen tagram insignia ever since the Amer ican Revolution. 

"In 1780 Major Genera ls were o rde red to wear 'two epaulet tes 
with two s t a r s each, 'whi le Br igad ie r Genera ls had one s ta r , and la ter 
when the rank of Lieutenant Genera l was es tabl i shed for the Commander -
in-Chief, Washington, th ree s t a r s were p r e s c r i b e d for h im. This was 
the commencement of our rank insignia. " O r d e r s , Decorat ions and 
Insignia, Mi l i ta ry and Civil, Colonel Rober t E. Wyllie, G. P . Put -
n a m ' s Sons. 

World War I produced our f i r s t f o u r - s t a r genera l , while World 
War II furnished our top a d m i r a l s and genera l s with c lu s t e r s of five 
p e n t a g r a m s . 

No doubt the foreign devils a r e being kept away from our shores 
by the pentac les flashing on the uniforms of our mi l i t a ry l eade r s as 
they c i rcu la te around our g rea t Pentagon Building on the banks of the 
Po tomac . 

The ma thema t i c s of the Fibonacci Star will be d i scussed in p rope r 
o rde r at a la te r date . However, it might be mentioned he re that it is 
proport ioned in 10 success ive t e r m s of a Fibonacci s e r i e s , the powers 
of the golden section or golden mean . 

P e r h a p s you' l l to le ra te the windingup of this s to ry with the s e c -
ond v e r s e of Cowper ' s poem, "The Golden Mean, " which is a t r a n s l a -
tion from the Latin of Horace . 

"He that holds fast the golden mean 
And lives contentedly between 
The little and the grea t , 
Fee l s not the wants that pinch the poor 
Nor plagues that haunt the r ich m a n ' s door 
Embi t t e r ing all h is s t a te . " 

Have your penci ls sharpened next t ime and get ready to go to 
work. 
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